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HE People of this Nation are by Birth a Free People, who\are born to: 
a Liberty of Perſon and Propriety-inr their Goods and Lands, and there- ' 


FOR THE 


< 


_ fore Englan#is rightly called a Free State. 0 

To nnderftand the Government, we muſt know that theſe two things 
be are always to be diſtingurſhed, the Comſtitution and the Adminiſtration. 
| The Conſtitution of a Government does lye in the Original Agreement of the 
People, which they make between themſelves, - or with' their, Governour, or: Go: 
wernours before. the Government be fet up, whether there+be vane before, or the. 
former at an end. Sb IN 46 ON, bf 51h 111 
{ When the People are in fuck a State,” While there is no-Order- of Superiority : 
or Inferiority introduced, it is called'a Conimunity > Whena'Raler is choſe; fo that. 
there is a Ruling and Ruled Part, it is a Soczety, or called\# Common-Wealth. "t 
| Let us ſuppoſe'a Company of Famzlies, that having \no dependanee'on-one_ 
another, nor any one having' Power over: the other, yer" living near-each- other, 
find it convenient to join” together into a-Society.; for mutual! Defence againſt: 
ſome, forreign Enemy, or for- the' reaping ſeveral Advantages - which'they' ſhall 
receive by it. The Heads or. Repreſentatzues of theſe: Familivs aſſemble,” to.con-: 
fider what is to he done in order to theſe Ends. - bg Aaava, ares a2ar MN 
they muſt conſult upon. What'Government ( as to the! forr-or kind*);1s beſt: for 
them 2 Who ſhall be Governour or Governours ? . And by: what: Laws-or: Rules they 
hall Govern who are entruſted-with the: Supreme Poweri2 ©, And'more particularly,: 
In relation to what. meaſwre- of 'it; they wilt allow them, to have oyer: their. Per-. 
lous and Eſtates, to uſe them as they: have occaſion; for. the 'Publick: Good. | For. 
When they are, yet Free in Both, the Governor can: have. power>ſo far,: but: no) 
brther than, they-at. firſt Conſexr. . Whatſdeyer Reſervations of Liberty the :People” 
dake in their. Agreement, thele are to be-lbokupon as their Rights: by the Laws . 
f the Conſtitution, and Efſential'thereunto; and conſtquetthiiiu olableiby: any: of 
tiefe Governours whom they-ſet- up- for the- 4dminiſtration ;(the'very Laws of. the. 
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ddmuniſtration being wid, 1d far as they*interfere- Withany of. thoſe\ of the. 


} 


Paſtitution. Emerges, > 
by Conſtitution 'and\ Laws thereof- being- @precd 'upoy, arid it: being; /1mpollible: 
br humane Prudence to foreſee all-Aceidents; which-muſtibeprovided for: theres | 
re as they ariſe;”the- Admirtiftration neceffartly: multlye-io theſe-two- things. 
he making farther *Laws-([tibotdinate- Nillito thoſe foreprized?) as!occalion, re- 
2 | A quires, 
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_ quires, and ſeeing them Executed, that is, 1n Legiſlation and Fudgment. The 
one is the Buſineſs of the Supreme Authority, the other of the Interzour Magi- 
ſtrates, or Officers, and Executioners of the {ame, according to that Fundamental 
Agreement made by the People. = CEE, 
: Our Government now as Conſtituted in order to this Adminiſtration, is, we know, 
a Mixt Government. © A Government is known to- be pure or mxt by the placing the 
Supreme Authority. If the People place it ſingly in the X7ag, or ſingly in the No#les, 
or ſingly in the:People, then it 1s a pure Monarchy, Ariſtocracy, or Democracy : Bur 
whetr it-is placed- in all 7hree-, then it is a Mixt Government, as Ours is, Where 
there are no Laws in the Adminiſtration ever made but by Xing, Lords, and 
Commons, 3:0] -1.C 
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: and Commons: ('the Per/ox only left at Choice, and Care had ro- prevent all Dan- 
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. er of or ding. to the, Ancgiedt. Conſftivrion, Ehengh hut 7 
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. .. There is one thing we have now Opportunity it which we* can never 


- | which can never be dane elfectually, and-radj 

1 | Delzverivg us, from, Popery, is containedim;the Setling our Religion,. and thar being 

- a Wor k of great lengt 6: iS the buſineſs more. properly of a Parliament » but zhis5 
- 382 thing; muſt | be, done. by the Comm ag 


1 PILE ow mwizity, and. conſequently by thoſe that 
4 | are the'Repreſentatives of. it, a Conventiark 
O 


ſs the Prince of Orange 


Are the Hepre of fo Called; (in regard to a Higher Capa- 
city hereunto ).and not a Parliameut.z' for that repreſents the: People, -not as in 2 


t | Community, but as 1n a Common-wealthg,whiere thete as. pars imperans as well as ſub- 
- | dita, "which wow is not. A Parl:amen&fnakes Laivs for the Adminiſtration, but the 
= | People, as in a Community, make LaweJorthe Conſtitution. 

= | . 1 would therefore humbly ofler. fo t 


1x.f9 the Confſideration.of. thoſe who ſhall mect 
t |. as Members of: this Convention, that,finorder to-the cffeft premiſed, they 'do bur 
i= | agree and pitch upon, this..one certain Poigt "off good\Polity, that whereſoever' they 
c | Place the ſupreme Authority, they do layalto the. Rights or Propertyes.of it, that is, 
"the Fara Pajoftaris Cllajabemtacipgones=ia, Reteias) all rogerher. ©» 
The Rights of Majeſty, or of the ſupreme Power, Tre awniny Bebo. Theknekt 
es | is Legiſlation, or making Laws, and this undoubtedly lyes in.a Parliament. The 
1d next, 1s the Power of raiſing Arms, or Armyes, or the 17/:ti4, the Power of 
"0 | - making Peace and War, or the Power of the Sword, which is neceſſary to main- 
15 tain thoſe Laws. The Third; 1s a Power over our Eſtates, or the Parſe, or raiſing 
th | Morey, which muſt maintain the Sword. A Fourth, is the Power of chooſing Ma- 
1d giſtrates, to rule us according to theſe Laws, ſuch as Fudges and Sheriffs, to name 
2;-'| no other. A Fifth, is the /aſ# Appeal, Now let but the Power of the Militia, and 
d, | chooſing, Magiſtrates, be laid where Legiſlation is, and we ſhall be fundamentally de- 
all | livered from all Slavery for ever in the Nation. 5 
ad If we be Enlaved or oppreſſed by any Prince for the time to cont, it muſt be 
ry | either by Force, or by [juſfice. We cannot be oppreſſed by Force, becauſe no 
ag Forces then can be raifed by him, but by a Parliament. He cannot rule by an 
1at | Army, or by Violence, for the Militia is in the Lords and Commons, as Well as in 
by him, and they will not let him do ſo: We cannot be oppreſſed with 1»j#{tice, for 
nat | the Judges and Officers entruſted with the Execution of Juſtice, ſhall be Choſen alſo 
to | by them, and they will look to that, _ _ : 
nd It is true, while no Parliament fits, the King by Vertue of the Executive power 
ere | lying in him, may raiſe Arms, and put in Officers and Magiſtrates as there ts need, 
res | but both theſe are to be done under the Controul of the next Parliament} which 
the | are therefore to ſit often by ancient Statutes, there being no War to be levied, nor 
iſs, | Magiſtrates Confirmed without their Approbation. ___ 
ved, Let us remember the State we are in, a State that puts the ſupreme power iq yo 
and % | ; Vands 
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hands of the People, to place it'as they will, and therefore to Zound and limit 1t as.! 
they ſee ft, for the publick Utility ;.and if they do it not ow, the Ages to come will | 
have occaſion to blame them for ever. When the ſupreme Power is upan the dif- | 
poſing, if they -do not take this Item, as 'part of their proper Work, 7o bind the | 
deſcent of it to a Proteſtant, I ſhall blame them : But I ſhall do ſo much more, ut | 
after the danger we have been in of Arbitrary Domination and Popery, by the 
King's raiſing . Arwzs, and putting in and' out of Fudges at his own pleaſure, they do | 
not rake more care 'of the Juprexe. Power, to lay it and its Rights better toge- | 
ther. Eſpecially, ſeeing nothing can ded be that,in nature, which it is, with 
out its Propertzes. This is uniform {jiomulſt perſiſt ) to the nature of Government, | 
that where the ſupreme Authority is, there muſt be its Prerogatives, and where the | 
chief or principal Rights of it 1s, there ſhould all the reſt which depend upon, 
and belong, to it, -be placed alſo.; Where Legiſlation is lodged, there ſhould the Mz | 
litia, there ſhould the power-of making Fudges, to name nothing more than ſerves | 
my turn, belodged allo. - It'is this hath been the great Declenſion, Fault, or De- | 
fe of our .Eng/zſh Common-wealth, that the People have ſuffered theſe Rights of | 
Soveraignty to-come to'be divided, arifing,, we muft conceive, from the Adminiſtra- | 
tion, that is Mal Adminiſtration, as appears, for Example, in the 241;tia, which | 
upon the freſh-coming in of the lateKing, was indeed, in two or three hot Ads des } 
clared to be, and ever-to have been m the Xing; when both the Afſſertion was . 


groſs Flattery, and fuch As void, as fundamentally repugnant with the Coſte | 
FuTIOR, | 


There is one dificulty to'be thought on, and that is the Negatzve Yoice of the. 
| Prince in his Parliament. The Lords and Commons may agree upon ſome Law for 
the Publick Benefit, and the King alone may refuſe to paſs it. If he be obſtinate, 
this 1s a great evil, :and might-really make one think it would be better therefore ; 
to place the ſupreme power 1n Lords and Commons only without a Controuler, for! 
the preventing this Incanvenience: Brexthere will be no need of Change upon ' 
chat account, ter the Xiry Tormetimes may fee more than both his Fuſes: And | 
toraſmuch as this Preregatize of 'his hath 'been diſputed, and deny'd by many Ju- } 
dicious Men, who have pleaded the Obligation of former Princes to confirm thoſe | 
Laws, guas Vulgus elegerit, it'isto be hoped that the Wiſdom of the Nation will 
be able to fad out fome. Expedient or Salve for this dificulty, and for more than ' 
that alſo: ' So long as they have the Golden Opportunity, to bring a Crown in oe | 
hand,. with their Terms or Conditions in-the other. | 
As for the {everal Grievaxces-that need Redreſs, and many good things that are 
wanting to compleat-the Happineſs of -our Kingdem , there may be ſome Founda- 
tions laid happily, or Preparations -nade'in-order thereunto, 'by .this Convention ; 
but as belonging to the Adminiſtration, and being Matters of long Debate, they 
are.the Work.more :properly-ot -an-Enſuing Parl/tament. Only let not the Mem- 
bers of 'this prelent (Great 4fſewbly forget, that they 'having ſo unlimited a Paper, 
_ andthe Nation.ſueh an Opportunity, which, as the Secalar Games, they are never | 
like to fee. but once, they are more ftriftly- therefore bound in Conſcience: and in 
Duty to their- Camry, :to:negle@-nokind of thing which they judge abſolutely ne- | 
ceſſary to the publick Good, | care not if Icommend three or four tuch Particulars 
to Coniultation, which :ſhall be -theſe. A Regulation of :Weſtminſter - Hall. A. 
Regiſter, of Eftates. A Fregdonn from 'Perſeartion, '( by a Bill for Comprehenſcon 
and indulgence) inthe: Bulinels of iReligien. ARedemption of the Chimney-Meney, | 
which bringing. in the :#zxg2to5be Lord of every. mans tae is againſt Property, 
and an Over-ba{lance 1n the Revenue, is againſt the Intereſt 'of the Nation. 
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